Dear Parents,

On behalf of St. Denis Parish, we congratulate you on the birth of your child and look forward to
welcoming your child into the family of God, the Church. Please contact the office to arrange for
your child’s baptism. We are including the dates on the website, but a date needs to be
confirmed by phone. In order to prepare you and the members of your family to present your child for
the Sacrament of Baptism, please read the following:

1) If thisisyour first child to be baptized at St. Denis, you will need to attend a Pre-Baptism
class. Classes are held on the second Monday of the month in a parishioner’s home from
7:30t0 9:00 PM. A list of these meeting dates and the addresses and phone numbers of the

Pre-Baptism team isincluded in this packet of information.

2) If you wish to have aguest celebrant (priest/deacon) they must contact the Parish Office
before the ceremony.

3) Two weeks before your child’s baptism, please send the following to the Parish Office:

A)

B)

Letter(s) of Eligibility for godparents who are not registered members of St.
Denis Parish. If a godparent is a member of St. Denis Parish we will verify
parishioner status and eligibility via our database. Godparents should be chosen
for their obvious belief in Christ and are charged, along with parents, with
seeing that the child is brought up in the practice of the Catholic faith.
Ordinarily two Catholic godparents are chosen. However, a child may have one
Catholic godparent and a non-Catholic baptized Christian who acts as a
Christian witness.

Because of the expense incurred by the use of the church, the Baptismal
Program and baptismal literature, we ask that an offering of twenty-five dollars
($25.00) be given . If this amount presents any difficulty, please let it not be a
factor in presenting your child for this sacrament.

4) On the day of your child’s baptism;

A)

B)

Arrive at church fifteen minutes before the start of Mass (if you child is being
baptized at a parish liturgy) or fifteen minutes before the afternoon celebration
of the Rite of Baptism.

Please look in the pews behind the baptismal font for your child' s baptismal
certificate. Please sit in this pew with the mother holding the child accompanied



C)

D)

E)

F)

G)

by the father and godparents. Check the certificate for the proper spelling of all
names and dates.

Please remove hat and/or bonnet from the child's head. Loosen the neckline of
the child’' s clothing so that the child’ s breast can be anointed.

If the baby is to be immersed, have the baby dressed appropriately for the day
and weather. Just before the immersion, the child’s clothes and diaper should be
removed. The child may be wrapped in a blanket and brought to the baptismal
font when directed. After your child has been baptized, the parents will go to
the church vestibule and dress the baby in the white baptismal garment and
return to the pew.

At the baptismal font, the mother will hold her child's head over the font when
the child is called forward to be baptized. The father and godparents accompany
the mother to the font.

Please speak with the priest or deacon concerning family members taking
pictures during the Rite of Baptism.

After the Rite of Baptism has been completed, please feel free to remain in the
church to take pictures. However, please use good judgment and mannered
deportment while in church.

St. Denis Parish Community again welcomes your child into its midst and prays that your family
remains close to the Community of Faith begun for us by Christ.

God bless you and your child always,

The Priests and Deacons of St. Denis Parish



Excerpts from the Rite of Baptism

What do you ask of God’s Church for your child? Response:  Baptism

You have asked to have your child baptized. In doing so you are accepting the responsibility of
training him/her in the practice of the faith. 1t will be your duty to bring him/her up to keep
God’'s commandments as Christ taught us, by loving God and our neighbor. Do you clearly
under stand what you are undertaking? Response:  Wedo

The Christian community welcomes you with joy!

On your part, you must make it your constant care to bring your child up in the practice of the
faith. See that divine life which God gives hinvher is kept safe from the poison of sin, to grow
always stronger in his’her heart.

Pouring of water: | baptize you in the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit.
Presentation of the white garment: You have become a new creation, clothed in Christ.
Presentation of the candle: Thislight is entrusted to you to be kept burning brightly.

Dearly beloved, this child has been reborn in Baptism. He/she is now called a child of God for
so indeed he/sheis.

Prayer for the Mother:

May God , the source of life and love, who fills the hearts of mothers with love for their children,
bless this mother with love for this child. As she thanks God for a safe delivery, may she find joy
in the love, growth, and holiness of her child.

Prayer for the Father:

God is the giver of all life, human and divine. May He bless the father of this child. With his
wife they will be the first teachers, bearing witness to the faith by what they say and do, in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Asyou prepare for your child’s Baptism...

+ What difference has your own baptism made in your life?

+ How have you grown in your relationship with God and the Catholic Church (the
universal Church aswell as your parish community to which you belong)?

+ Does any aspect of your current practice of our faith (weekly Sunday worship,
reception of the sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation, regular prayer life, adult
faith formation, etc.) need further development so that it is the usual “ way of life” for
you?

+ What religious values do you most hope to pass on to your child?

+ What qualities do you desire that God most grant your child? (At Baptism we receive
the virtues of Faith, Hope, and Love and the Gifts of the Spirit:  Wisdom,
Understanding, Courage, Right Judgment, Knowledge, Reverence, Wonder & Awe)



Congratulations on being selected as the Godparent for
who will soon be baptized as member of the Catholic Church! The parent(s) who have chosen
you for this honor and privilege are counting on the support you will give them in helping this
child develop a personal relationship with God and with the Catholic Church. They could
have chosen anyone, but they chose you!

There will be much excitement on this child’s day of Baptism so the excerpt from the Rite of
Baptism below is provided for your reflection. The ceremony may be enriched for you if you
could spend some quiet moments in prayer reflecting on these words before the day of Baptism.

Excerpts from the Rite of Baptism

Godparents, are you ready to help the parents of this child in their duty as Christian parents?

Y ou have come here to present this child for Baptism. By water and the Holy Spirit he/she isto
receive the gift of new life from God, who is love. On your part you must make it your
constant care to bring him/her up in the practice of the faith. See that the divine life which
God gives him/her is kept safe from sin, to grow always strong in his/her heart.

If your faith makes you ready to accept this responsibility, renew now the vows of your own
Baptism. Reject sin; profess your faith in Christ Jesus.

+++++++++++++++++++ A+

For your personal reflection:

+ What difference has your own Baptism made in your life?

+ How have you grown in your relationship with God and the Catholic Church (the
universal Church as well as the parish community to which you belong?)

+ Does any aspect of your current practice of our faith (weekly Sunday worship,
reception of the sacraments, regular prayer life, adult faith formation, involvement in
the life of your parish, etc.) need further development so that it is the usual “way of
life” for you?

+ Why are you willing to act as a Godparent for this child?

+ How will you nurture a Catholic identity in this Godchild?

Suggestionsfor celebrating Baptism
+ An appropriate Baptismal gift would be some religious article (medal, crucifix, etc.)
+ Celebrate the anniversary of your godchild’s Baptism in some way each year that
enhances his/her Catholic identity (eg. Giving a gift of religious significance,
blessing him/her with holy water, etc.)
+ Encourage your godchild’ s parents to use the Baptismal candle each year on the
anniversary of the Baptism by saying a prayer and asking God to grant a specia grace
to the child that year, then blow out the candle (like we do on birthdays).
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